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steadfast dislike to Prussia has been kept up in the portion
of Saxony that retained its independence. Upon this
account we have now entirely done away with that system,
and have placed the interests of the persons to be ruled
above those of the dynasty. This may possibly se ^m like
injustice j but policy is not charged with the mission of a
Nemesis. We have nothing to do with revenge; it "is for
us to carry out that which is absolutely necessary to the
Prussian State, and we cannot allow ourselves to be guided
therein by any dynastic sympathies. Our endeavours have
already elicited acknowledgment from the countries they
chiefly concern. With regard to our Allies, they were few
in number and feeble; but prudence, as well as duty,
ordains that we should keep our word, even to the least of
these. The more implacably Prussia demonstrates her
resolve to sweep her enemies off the map, the more
punctually must she fulfil her promises to her friends.
Faith in our political honesty will have great weight in our
favour, especially in South Germany."

On the 12th September, 1866, ia answer to Deputy
Schulze, who had found all manner of fault with the Federal
Treaty of that year, Bismarck said: " Amongst other
matters censured by the honourable member is this: that
there is no mention in the Federal Treaty of Consular
representation, handed over exclusively to Prussia, whereas
the right to be diplomatically represented abroad is retained
by the other Confederate Governments. Gentlemen, in
putting forward such a claim you exaggerate the importance
of diplomacy. I remember well how the most favourable
opportunity for negotiating with the German Princes upon
this subject was lost. Governments attach an altogether
disproportionate weight to this particular privilege and can
only with the greatest difficulty be induced to forego it. I